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A building committee led by Stanford's Carolyn Jette and including Pat Hubble, Scott Hughes
and Lea Mitchell, also of Stanford, Sharon Killham of Hobson, Jeremy Grove of Moccasin, and
Roger Campbell of Denton, interviewed three outstanding architectural firms last Tuesday as part
of Phase 1 of an expansion project for the Judith Basin County Free Library.

Generations of county residents have fond memories of time spent at the library, which began
as a room in the basement of the courthouse. It grew from there into what people are familiar with
today, the brick library built by Basin State Bank President N.B. Matthews in memory of his wife
Loretta and a 1979 addition built to accommodate the growing collection of books and
magazines.

Now in 2014 a lack of space at the library has become a critical issue. In an attempt to keep
the library relevant in the 21st century, the building committee, as well as a fund-raising
committee, is pursuing plans to build an addition that will meet the needs of library patrons for
the future.

On May 6 the building committee selected Slate Architecture of Helena to design and oversee
the construction of an addition on the south side of the library.

"Slate was chosen because they were a good fit with us," Jette told the Press on Monday.

"Their enthusiasm was contagious," added Hubble. "The lead architect for the project, Scott
Cromwell, grew up in Flaxville."

"So he is able to identify with a small town," Jette said.

According to the women, Slate is excited to be involved in the project.

"Their presentation was to us and our library," Jette said.

In other words, they didn't present the plan as theirs but as the committee's and the county's.
Cromwell even wrote a story, "Our Growing Library," about the Judith Basin County Free
Library. It was illustrated by Jacob Augenstein, who will also be involved in the project. The
young men had definitely done their homework and went above and beyond what the Request for
Proposals required.

"I think something like this [the story] shows the creative side of the firm," Jette said, "which I
think is important."

Additional steps in Phase 1 include meeting with the community, coming up with the design,
which is subject to review by the committee and the communities, and the fund raising. This



phase has no time line, as it depends on how long it takes to raise the funds for Phase 2,
construction, to begin.

Slate Architecture will set up a temporary office at the library in Stanford on May 28, 29, and
30 in order to meet with county residents and civic organizations. The goal of both committees is
to reach out to as many residents as possible for their input and support on the project. More
details concerning the architectural firm and their visit to Stanford will be provided in an
upcoming Press, as well as posted at various places around the county.

The fund-raising committee for the library project is headed by Mary Beth (Proctor) Noland of
Great Falls and is made up of Gene Todd, Cathy Scott, Sherry Berg and Connie Becker, all of
Stanford, and Brenda McCray of Geyser. They are looking to get things started soon, exploring
ways to raise the money necessary to complete the project. They are currently working on a major
fundraiser set for Friday evening, July 18. They are also working on a Facebook page. Look for a
future article on the fund-raising side of the library project.

The architectural firm will lend a hand with the fundraising. They will build a 3-D
architectural model to be used for presentations, which they will also do, to various foundations.

No federal or state grants are available for bricks and mortar. The committees' goal is to build
the project from the generosity of people and foundations.

Once the addition is built, grants are available for what is put into the building. State and
federal grants do, however, increase the cost of a project because of the requirements and
restrictions associated with them.

Slate told the committees Stahly Engineering is part of their team, and the engineering firm
has a great deal of experience in grant writing. This expertise will be available to the committees
through Slate if they choose to eventually look for grant money.

Slate is supportive of licensed local contractors working on the construction phase of the
library project.

Jette said the building committee already has the money required for Phase 1 of the library
expansion. In 1990 the Library Board was informed the library had been named to receive a
sizable sum of money from the estate of Newall B. Matthews Jr and his friend Russell Covey.
Matthews was the son of Basin State Bank President N.B. Matthews. Roger Campbell of Denton,
who serves on the building committee, is the senior Matthews' grandson and the junior Matthews'
nephew.

In March of last year Lillegard received a certified letter from Russell Covey. It contained two
checks, totaling $90,000. She and Commissioner Cody McDonald, who sit with the Board, added
$10,000 the library has saved for capital improvements to the windfall and purchased a $100,000
CD.


